
Komachin Middle School Orchestras 
 

Dear Students and Parents, 

 Welcome to the Komachin Middle School Orchestra Program! 

 I hope your experience in the KMS Orchestra Program is enjoyable. My goal is to ensure that all 
orchestra students acquire the skills, knowledge, attitudes, and understanding to prepare them to be 
successful in the high school music program. But more importantly, through orchestra I want to help your 
student develop into a responsible, respectful, dependable student who can be a contributing member of our 
diverse and changing community. Please read the following information with your students, then sign and 
return the KMS Orchestra Signature Syllabus Sheet by Friday, September 13th. 

 
This packet contains: 

• Orchestra Rehearsal Expectations (pg. 2) 
• Orchestra Grading Policy (pg. 2-3) 
• Orchestra Enrichment/Private Lessons (p. 4) 
• KMS Orchestra Performance Calendar (pg. 5) 
• Signature form/supply list to be returned by Friday, September 13th, 2019 (pg. 6) 

(please keep the rest of this packet in student’s orchestra binder) 
 

Instruments 
 Please have your instrument in excellent playing condition (all strings, fine tuners working, bow in good 
shape, etc.) and acquire any instrument supplies you may need (rosin, rag for cleaning, shoulder rest/rock 
stop, practice mute/orchestra mute, pencil, tuner/metronome, folding stand, etc.). 

Students are provided storage for their instruments during the day in Orchestra P7. The orchestra 
room door will be open at 9:05am. Students must have their name and advisor on their instrument case. 
Please do not leave instruments unattended outside the orchestra rooms. All instruments need to be taken 
home at the end of the school day every day. At 3:50pm students return to pick up their instrument from P7. 
Practicing is vital to the success of your student in middle school orchestra. Please do not leave instruments in 
the storage area after school. If I notice instruments are not going home, your parent/guardian will be 
contacted. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me by phone or email at the information below. I 

look forward to having a successful year! 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mrs. Schooler 
Orchestra Teacher, Komachin Middle School 
360-412-4740 
gschooler@nthurston.k12.wa.us 
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Orchestra Rehearsal Expectations 
1. Give every task your best effort. 
2. Listen when someone is talking and/or performing. 
3. Raise your hand when you have a question or comment.  
4. Cooperate with and respect the rights of your peers. 
5. Be prepared for class. Always have your instrument, music, pencil, rosin, etc. 

You must have a note from home if you do not have your instrument or music.  
6. No gum, food, candy in class (having a water bottle is encouraged since we are located in a portable). 
Consequences 

1. Conference with student, re-teaching expectation. 
2. Conference with student and parent/guardian contact, enlisting parent support in re-teaching 

expectations. 
3. Conference with student, parent/guardian, teacher, and advisor with infraction slip being issued. 
4. Consequences now follow KMS discipline policies. 

Orchestra Grading Policy 
 Students who have signed up for orchestra are here to better their skills on their chosen instrument. It 
is expected that students come ready to learn, work, and experience the many successes of being involved in 
music. The orchestra grading system is based on points accumulated throughout the quarter. Students earn 
points in the following areas: 
1. Preparation/Participation—50 points/week (10 pts per day) 

Students are expected to have music, pencil, instrument, rosin, shoulder rests, etc. to participate in all 
classroom activities every day. Missing music is -5 points, missing instrument is -10 points for the day. 
*VERY IMPORTANT: If a student cannot participate because an instrument is being repaired, broken 
strings, personal injury, etc., a parent/guardian must contact Mrs. Schooler via note, email, etc. or 
students will not receive their daily points.* 

2. Practice Cards—10 points/week (beginning Friday, September 13th) 
The student is expected to turn in a practice card every last day of the school week. We will take notes 
and talk in great detail/length about how to practice the first full week of school.

7th and 8th Graders (20 min./6 days) 
A = 10 points….over 120 min./week 
A- = 9 points…...100-119 min./week  
B- = 8 points……….80-99 min./week  
C- = 7 points….……60-79 min./week  
D- = 6 points………40-59 min./week 
F = 0-5 pts….no card-39 min./week 

6th Graders (20 min./5 days) 
A = 10 points….over 100 min./week 
A- = 9 points…..…..80-99 min./week  
B- = 8 points……….60-79 min./week  
C- = 7 points….……40-59 min./week  
D- = 6 points………20-39 min./week 
F = 0-5 pts….no card-19 min./week 

• Extra credit for practicing is given for performing for your parent/guardian with signature. Student 
performances can be a scale, test line, or piece of music we are doing in orchestra. I do not want 
parents keeping track of practice time. It is the student’s job. 

• Quizzes—Students will be given 2-3 pop playing quizzes per quarter to check for accurate practicing, 
10-20 points each. If you have been practicing each day these will be a breeze! 
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3. Playing Tests, Assessments (Performance and Written) 

The student’s mastery of material will be assessed using playing tests on current music and written tests 
on note reading, rhythms, and Orchestra vocabulary (28 points per test 4-5 per quarter). 
A = 26—28 pts D = 17—19 pts 
B = 23—25 pts F = 0—16 pts 
C = 20—22 pts Absent = due first day back, during class 
• 6th grade playing tests will be done during orchestra class. I will always give you a minimum of one 

week to practice and prepare your test. Come in during T/TH Wolfpack Time to practice with friends or 
work one-on-one with Mrs. Schooler. 

• Intermediate/Advanced Orchestra playing tests will be taken in class or done at home and 
recorded/submitted through Canvas. You may record as many times as you like, but may only submit 
once to Canvas. The goal is to practice and show Ms. Schooler your most in-tune, accurate, and 
rhythmic performance. 

4. Assignments—Students receive points for completing weekly classwork. These will include Rhythm and 
Dictation (R.A.D.) worksheets, note reading worksheets, accurately taking notes on various topics, and 
turning in signed papers (like this syllabus!). Points vary: 5-30. 

5. Concerts—Concerts are worth 200 points each! 
Concerts are required! A list of concert dates for the 2019—2020 school year are listed with this 

KMS Orchestra Syllabus, on the KMS Building Calendar, and KMS Practice Cards. Every student is 
important to the performance! I give the concert dates out early so parents/guardians and students 
can plan ahead. I must have notice from guardian if a student cannot attend a performance. Family 
emergencies are certainly understood, but I need to have some communication or the student loses all 
points for the performance. 

 
Dress for the concerts:  
Black shoes and black socks, black slacks/pants, white collared dress shirt, black bowtie. 
If your student needs help getting the uniform or any part of the uniform, please send a 
note to me and I will be more than willing to help out! 
*bowties will be sold through the KMS Student Services, check it out!* 
 
Concert Report for Excused Absence (200 points)  
If your absence from the concert is excused by Mrs. Schooler you are allowed to make up the 200 
points missed in the form of a research paper. 

Research one or more composers from our concert pieces and in your own words write 2 full 
pages, double spaced, 12 pt. font about the composer(s). To receive credit, must be turned in no later 
than 1 week after concert date. 

 
Orchestra Seals—Orchestra seals are awarded each quarter. To receive an orchestra seal you must participate 
in all concerts, have 96% average or higher, and maintain a superior attitude and effort. Please check grades 
on Skyward! 
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ORCHESTRA ENRICHMENT/PRIVATE LESSONS 

Want Even More Orchestra?? 
 

SOGO (Student Orchestras of Greater Olympia) 
 A community youth orchestra outside of school where you can spend even more time playing your 
instrument with other orchestra students. Make new friends, learn more cool stuff about your instrument, 
and play great music! Check it out: http://studentorchestras.org/ 
 
Private Lessons 

Working with a private teacher on your instrument will give you the confidence you want to rock this 
year! Struggling with note reading, vibrato, or shifting? Music too easy and want a challenge? Private teachers 
provide one-on-one instruction to give you the added support or push, so you can feel confident playing your 
instrument. Why not sign up for weekly lessons throughout the school year? See a list of private teachers in 
the greater Olympia area below…. 
 

VIOLIN 
Beckman, Christine 360-630-7633 
Canty, Padua  206-372-8381 
Collins, Deb  360-951-7942 
Friedlander, Joshua 360-670-6955 
Henderson, Ludmila 360-943-9760 
Sandvig, Julie              360-970-3793 
Yarbrough, Jennifer 360-830-6636 
VIOLA 
Dyvig, Lisa  360-350-8767 
Edge, Anne  360-485-6872 
Inglin, Kate  360-556-8512  
 

 
 
CELLO 
Botka, Anne  360-870-6901 
Felt, Casey  360-481-7372 
Hake, Stuart  253-474-7923 
Reeves, Holly  360-352-9878 
 
BASS 
Dyvig, Joe  360-350-9295 
Masters, Nick  360-420-2098 
Rawson, Nicholas 360-359-8260 

 
 
Performances Around Town! 
Check out these Orchestras for awesome performances throughout the year: 

• Student Orchestras of Greater Olympia (SOGO) 
• Timberline High School Orchestra (meet Mr. Hocutt, your THS orchestra teacher) 
• SPSCC Orchestra 
• Olympia Symphony Orchestra  

 
 

4 
 

http://studentorchestras.org/


5 
 

Komachin Middle School Orchestra Concert Dates 
Please put these dates in your planner and on your family calendar! Post concert dates 

on your refrigerator, wall, etc. The dates are also on the KMS School Calendar and Practice 
Cards. 

KMS Orchestra Concert Dates 2019—2020 
Thursday, October 24th……………………………………….…7:00 pm KMS Fall Dessert Concert, KMS Gym 
Friday, November 1st…………………………………………..….Morning Veteran’s Day Assembly, KMS Gym 
Thursday, December 12th……………..………………7:00 pm KMS Winter Orchestra Concert, KMS Gym 
Wednesday, December 11th…….....................................9:30 am, KMS Music Assembly, KMS Gym 
Friday, February 28..…….………………………………………………..All Day, Elementary Music Tour, Zone 1 
*Saturday, February 29th………………………………..Honor Band/Orchestra/Choir Concert, Salish Gym 
#Friday, March 6th………………………………..All Day, CMEA MS Orchestra Large Group Festival, KCPA 
Tuesday, March 17th……………………………………………….7:00 pm Zone 1 Concert, Timberline HS Gym 
*Saturday, March 21st………………….……. All Day, CMEA MS Solo and Ensemble Festival, Griffin MS 
Thursday, June 4th………….7:00 pm 8th Grade ONLY Side-By-Side with THS Orchestra, THS Theatre 
Monday, June 8th……………….…………………..……..7:00 pm KMS Spring Orchestra Concert, KMS Gym 

Students also perform for some house assemblies with dates TBS. 
#chaperones needed  *Must sign-up with Mrs. Schooler 

 
• This schedule may be updated as the year progresses. 
• All concerts are required and are worth 200 points. Students need to be in place with 

instrument and music 15 minutes prior to the concert.  
• If a student is going to miss a concert I need to have a communication from the parent or 

guardian as soon as possible. A note, phone call, email, etc. are all acceptable. I know 
families are busy and have complex schedules.  

• Be sure to put all dates on your family calendar. Notify me now with any conflicts.  
• Please note that ALL students are a very valuable part of the orchestra. Any student 

missing a performance changes how the group performs! Everyone counts!!! 
• Students must be in concert dress for all performances. If students need help getting any 

part of the uniform please send a note to me and we will be more than willing to help out! 
Once again the uniform is: black slacks/pants, black shoes and black socks, white dress shirt 
and black bowtie. 

 
 
 
 
Mrs. Schooler 
KMS Orchestra Teacher 
360-412-4740 
gschooler@nthurston.k12.wa.us 



Return this page, keep the other pages 
Komachin Middle School Orchestras 

Expectation/Consequences/Performance Signature Form 
Please go through this form with your child and return by Friday, September 13th! 

 
Student 
 I have read the KMS Orchestra Handout and understand the classroom expectations, 
consequences, concert expectations and concert dress expectations. 
 I also understand that I am committing to a FULL YEAR in orchestra. 
 
Student Name        Date     
 
Student Signature      Instrument     
 
Parent/Guardian 
 We have read the Orchestra Handout with our child, and our child understands the 
orchestra expectations/consequences. We also understand that all orchestra students are 
required to attend all performances and have placed these in our personal calendars with dates 
and times. Additionally, we understand the concert dress expectations for our child. If we need 
assistance purchasing the concert dress, we know to contact Mrs. Schooler and she will make 
sure our student has everything they need. Finally we have checked our student has the 
required materials listed below and looked at the recommended materials lists. Phew—done! 
 
Required Materials: 
___Instrument 
___3 Ring Binder--1 Inch (or less) 
        ___ 5 dividers for binder 
___Rosin and Rag (a sock is great for this!) 
___Shoulder Rest (violin/viola) 
___Endpin stop (cello/bass for concerts) 
___Pencil(s) 

 
Recommended Materials: 
___Folding Music Stand 
___Mute/practice mute (especially for 
those with nearby neighbors) 
___Tuner/Metronome 
___Extra strings

 
Parent/Guardian Name      _Date   ______ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature           
Please return this form by Friday, September 13th. 
 
 
Mrs. Schooler 
KMS Orchestra Teacher 
360-412-4740 
gschooler@nthurston.k12.wa.us 
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